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memorialized in the memoriam; why did he commit
suicide, was he gay, was he bullied? Putting together a
meaningful writing based on so many uncertainties
seemed like a difficult if not impossible process.

A few days after our meeting | pulled up my Outlook
calendar at the office and a banner popped up that read
"Tyler Clementi's birthday." Clementi was the young
man who last Sept. 22 jumped to his death from the
George Washington Bridge after he learned a roommate
streamed a video of an intimate encounter Tyler had
with another young man in his Rutgers University dorm
room. While criminal charges against the roommate are
still pending, it is clear that the cyberbullying inflicted so
much hurt on Tyler that he felt his only option to stop
the hurt was to end it all.

On December 19 Tyler would have been 20 years
old.
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is not uncommon among Igbt and questioning teens who
are oftentimes subjected to ridicule, ostracized by their
teen peer s, or rejected
cause | 6m stildl outraged
true self i to be intimate and loving with another man i
was thrown up on the Internet as a way to shame and
ridicule him. Through that action his roommate sought
to minimize Tyler, to reduce his sexual orientation to
mere comic fodder for those who refuse to open their
minds to understand and appreciate all types of people.

The response to Tyl erds
New, fresh light was shone on the topic of Igbt teen sui-
cide. Dan Savage and his partner Terry Miller created
the It Gets Better Project (www.itgetsbetter.org) as a
way to inspire hope for young people like Tyler who are
facing harassment. News o
renewed interest in the Trevor Project
(www.trevorproject.org ), an organization determined to
end suicide among LGBT youth by providing life-saving
and life-affirming resources including a nationwide, 24/7
crisis intervention lifeline, digital community and advoca-
cyleducational programs that create a safe, supportive
and positive environment for everyone.

guite sure why
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p a@nethe docal level we are blessed to have sé&le@k
resources that provide support for LGBT and questioning
youth. Many of our BloNo high schools now have gay/
straight alliances, and the Central lllinois Safe Schools
Alliance continues to monitor the local educational land-
scape in its effort to end bullying and provide safe envi-
ronments for our LGBT youth. A group of local activists
is also planning to resurrect our BloNo chapter of PFLAG,
a nationwide organization that strives to help parents,
family and friends of LGBT youth better understand sex-
ual orientation and gender identity issues and provide
support for their LGBT loved ones.

The efforts of these local and national organizations
are producing an environment that is decidedly less hos-
tile toward LGBT youth. Their work is to ensure that the
other Tyler Clementis in our society know that they are
loved, valued, and respected for being themselves. Still,
as we begin a new year it's hard not to think about the
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organizations can provide. If you know an LGBT teen,
particularly one who is struggling, reach out to them and
May be
t h/es for thle ydumgrmarswhoavias reemeritlized io theb e
newspaper column mentioned at the beginning of this

col umnéwe
to suicide as an answer to whatever he was facing. We
can only hope that as a society we can be a little kinder,
a little more caring, and a lot more aware of the hurdles
encountered by our young people, particularly those
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Jeanette L. Roberts
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Psychotherapy for Individuvals, Couples, and Groups

200 West Monroe, Suite 305
Bloomington, llinois 41701

[309) B20-81462

Open Worship Church of Hope
An Affirming Church Where ALL Are Welcome !!!

Sunday Worship Service 10 AM
722 W. Chestnut Street
Bloomington, IL 61701

www.owcoh.com / (309) 827-6236

@ m New Couenant Community
N

@ y An Open and Affirming/More Light congregation
which welcomes all persons into full participation
in the life of our community, regardless of race,

gender, age or sexual orientation.

Worship Sundays, 10 a.m.

Sunday School and childcare provided during worship

Chapel of the Campus Religious Center
210 W. Mulberry St., Normal, IL 61761 | (309)454-7362
www.nccnormal.org
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have no indication
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by David Remesch, Task
Force Chairperson

At the December MCATF
Board of Directors meeting, The

our overhead and ensure the im-
mediate future for the task force.
Donations and grants are even
more critical now than ever.

As a result of our reduced
space we will no longer be able
to host most of our support
groups, nor will we be able to
provide meeting space for other
groups and organizations. For
those of you who have keys to
the building for your groups, the
keys need to be returned before
January 1. The most convenient
way to do this would be to put

McLean County AIDS Task Forcethem in an envelope and drop

board made the difficult decision
to downsize the agency's facilities
and services. During the month
of January we will more to an
office within the Unity Church
building located in Normandy Vil-
lage at 1100 N. Beech Street in
Normal. We are hoping to retain
our current phone number, but
that is still not a certainty. All
changes, including address, con-
tact information and services, will
be posted very soon on our web-
site: www.mcatf.org

With the continued lack of
funding, it has become necessary
to move from our current location
to a much smaller office space.
This move will greatly decrease

them in our locked mailbox at the
office.
Our downsizing and cost re-

duction efforts will also provide
an opportunity to re -evaluate our
mission and our priorities. We will
always include client services, as
much as possible, and prevention
outreach education in our efforts.
At this time the Client Wellness
group will be our main focus for
support groups. We will continue
to support Bruce's efforts to
maintain a Men's Group and will
post times and the location when
that is decided.

Please share this information
with your groups and with others
that will need to know. We thank
you for all of your support in the
past and trust that that support
will continue in the future.

by Dave Bentlin

www.ronrolheiser.com.
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At one of our ACHR meetings a board member shared an "In
Memoriam" that recently ran in the obituary pages of The Panta-
graph. It was to honor a young man who one year ago ended
his 46 years on this earth by taking his own life. The piece in-
cluded a short writing by Father Ron Rolheiser that attempted to
make sense of suicide and bring comfort to those who have lost
a loved one. The full text of Rolheiser's writing can be found at

The board member who shared this writing with us urged
that we make it a focus of an article in this month's newslet-
ter...but how to do that? None of us knew the young man
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Story continued on page 6
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http://www.itgetsbetter.org/
http://www.trevorproject.org/
http://www.mcatf.org/
http://www.ronrolheiser.com
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fNew Year dDThe BEtwoe316 North Main
Street, will open at 9 p.m. Festivities will kick
off with a champagne fountain, party favors,
food catered from
and DJ Squeesa.

[ | £ S yRENI

L a n ¢ aa& theUniéagan Chubch.

fMonday, Jan. 9 : The Heartland Metropolitan
Community Church (MCC) Small Faith Commu-
nity of Bloomington Normal worship at 7 p.m.

Rakestraw

fTuesday, Jan. 10 : Hate Crimes Summit at

712nd Fridays : Hot Spot at the Bistro, hosted by
Sharon Share a Like

{ Friday, Jan. 20 : Instead of their regular King
show, the Bistro will be doing a benefit to help
send Kristi (Devin Graberass) to Nationals.

fTAlso at the Bistro : Karaoke Wednesdays
starting at 10 p.m. and Bingo Thursdays at 9
p.m. followed by karaoke.
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ATrick, o by Gene Naden

It happened in San Jose, California two days before Christmas, a few years before the AIDS epi-
demic started.

| was lonely, so lonely I could taste it and almost feel it in my bones, so | visited a gay bar called
the Candy Shop. In those days all it took to lift my spirits was a few beers and the sound of relaxed
conversations. At this bar there was a live show featuring a man costumed as an ape. He was sing-
ing something |ike AGorilla my dreams, wonot
reminded me of all the times | had tried to fall in love with a girl or woman, all of my experiments,
that | laughed harder than | had in a long time.

A young soldier, |l etbés cal/l him George, pi
home on leave. He later told me that my laughter was what first attracted him to me. We liked each
other and we began a passionate affair. At
everything we did seemed new and wonderful to me. Apparently, George felt the same way.

We talked about what it was like to be gay and how that might have come about in our lives. Of
course, being in the Army was kind of restrictive for George and he wanted out. We visited an attor-
ney in San Francisco who had promised to help him. George told me how to get tested for free at
the Public Health Service.

We didno6ét talk about | ove, or much about t
would take care of itself. After a couple of weeks, his leave was up and he returned to his duty in
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The popular song A/ By Myselfst art s out,
young | never needed anyone and making love was just for
L Vear! U

lllinois Central College.

fSunday, Jan. 15 : Open Worship Church of
Hope 2nd anniversary celebration at 10 a.m.

fMonday, Jan. 16 : Inaugrual PFLAG meeting
at 5:30 at the Unitarian Universalist Church.

{ Thursday, Jan. 19 : Poet Andrea Gibson per-
forms at lllinois Wesleyan at 6:30 p.m.
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he

funéo | quickly forgot the
to the gay bar in the first place. In the next couple of years

| had several lovers and one serious relationship but | never
recaptured the magical quality of my brief time with George.
We could have been in love, who knows?
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Queer poet Andrea Gibson will visit lllinois
Wesleyan University for a presentation at 6:30
p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 19.

Gi bson was the first
World Poetry Slam and has headlined prestig-

Oo @A ai

LIS NJF 2 NI

ious performance venues coast to coast with
powerful readings on war, class, gender, bully-
ing, white privilege, sexuality, love, and spiritu-
ality.

Her work has been featured on the BBC, Air
America, GSPAN, Free Speech TV and in 2010
was read by a state representative in lieu of
morning prayer at the Utah State Legislature.

On her fifth full -length aloum FLOWER BOY
and her second book 7THE MADNESS VASKib-
son6s poems continue to
and a welcome mat at t
most compassionate room.

The specific location of Gibson's presenta-
tion was not available at press time. For more
information visit Gibson's web site

wivvn.andraagibeoih.ordg or eéhe IWodUmRrided Adli-

ance facebook page.
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Bullying, Violence, Hate: A Community Re-
sponse is the title of a hate crimes summit on
Tuesday, Jan. 10 at lllinois Central College, 1
College Drive in East Peoria.

Crimes of hatred and prejudice are not just
occurrences of America's past history but con-
tinue to take place in various parts of our na-
tion, including Central lllinois. The Hate Crimes
Summit is a commitment to prevent such crimes
and bring to justice those who commit them.
The Summit explores the Who, What, When,
Where, and Why of hate crimes and introduces
key strategies and legislation which address this
important topic.
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The Hate Crimes Summit is sponsored by
U.S. Attorney Jim Lewis, lllinois Central College,
and Easter Seals of Peoria. Notable presenters
will provide panel discussions, workshops, and a
keynote address that will focus on Bullying and
Hate Crimes prevention in Central lllinois.

Central lllinois residents, parents, students,
educators, school districts, law enforcement,
government officials, human relations commis-
sions, civil rights activists, and social service
agencies are invited to attend this conference.
The cost is free. For more information, please
go to our website: http://apps.icc.edu/register/
hcs/index.php.
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By Rev. Te&moynofTmi emanMCC Smal | Fai th Commun

The Heartl and Met r oporl malan-ait®®m@mMRAEni o v emali
Church (MCC) Small FaiMCICBCommu migtt w.n@@fy aBlo®o m-o
i ngton/ Nor mal has organized a new program

and site beginhiaglah Janhegry O

i ] Gretchen Shelly
wi || be meetng on Momday wevenings at Sfm(OOpm
for worship, foll owedd by an adets-1726 - 389p6i-1729 t | a |
mat on program call edpebisviaigeetehrennQuessstsoing
beginning at 8pm. TThe Heart!landgs/MCC/ - 'Sma|l |
Faith Community wil/ @ S L v e - Unitar
an Universalist Churfh of Bl oomi A’Fto% "Nor mal
at 1613 E. Emer son, iln Bl oomi ngt 0N Nomal,IL6I76]

The Heartland Met rlop®¥asgra n  Co mMAUHFCY
Church i1 s a part of he dennminafnn call eld t
Uni ver sal Fell owship gof  Metrop [ an Communi
ty Churches ( MCC). thT@E\'BanESI&YeM&\MLSWel | ows hi p
Metropolitan Communi tf Churches, WhICh has
been in existence forn@FP3 vyear sddwofoge caromigdnenb a |
tan church of l ovi ng| Br mi ng andMy\ée,olwg,ops,‘m,ing
communites of faith. & Suite A2

Bloominton IL 61704
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MCC is “Tearing Do wj

and injustce in commEs

Because MCC is a peo "hnne773)1)1954“8
MCC is working with : Ceadts oRbuae
“Build Up Hope” among
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We are a people of
faith.

MCC churches are |
tries on six contnenft
congregants from man [ Wal

Because of this, MCC eIIRA&WISiF'VtEf
es that cel ebrate di erTRAwspgRMArrthln
cal congregatons andffamong our gl obal
muni t Yy . Bringing out the best in our best friends
For more informaton 2on MCC or the pro-
. offer in-home Good Manners (obedience) trainjng and
gram we are ofering, 5

pbehawor modf?catfon for aggression an

anxiety issues.
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