
Board members of the Advocacy 
Council for Human Rights recently 
learned that a grant that paid for postage 
costs of The Rainbow Connection 
has been discontinued and that the 
organization will have to cover all the 
costs from its treasury.

Until the March issue, monthly 
postage of about $100 was paid by part 
of a state grant in collaboration with the 
McLean County AIDS Task Force. That 
grant also helped produce the Mantalk 
newsletters that often accompanied each 
issue of The Rainbow Connection.

The newsletter, mailed monthly 
to almost 400 addresses, is the 
organization’s largest regular expense 
and largest project. 

Board members met recently 
to discuss ways to address this 
challenge. Options discussed included 
changing the way the newsletter is 
distributed; reducing the mailing to 
only Bloomington/Normal addresses; 
conducting a drive to attract new 
advertising; and changing to a bimonthly 
newsletter distribution.

No decisions have been made yet, but 
all board members stressed that support 
from those who receive the newsletter 
will be critical in shaping its future. 
If you enjoy receiving The Rainbow 
Connection in the mail and want to see 

it continue, there are several ways you 
can help:

1.  Become a dues-paying member 
of the Advocacy Council for Human 
Rights. We offer several giving levels 
and every dollar that you donate to 
ACHR goes solely towards expenses such 
as the newsletter. We are a volunteer 
organization so no money is used for 
salaries.

2.  If you are an advertiser please 
consider advertising in the newsletter. 
Our rates are very inexpensive and we 
reach a large sector of the Bloomington/
Normal and central Illinois glbt 
community. For ad rates and advertising 
information please contact us at 
info@achr-il.com.

3.  Sponsor a monthly issue of the 
newsletter. Our monthly newsletter 
expense – postage and printing – is 
approximately $250. By sponsoring a 
monthly issue your dollars are going 
directly to help inform our community 
about what’s going on in Bloomington/
Normal, central Illinois and around the 
nation. For more information about this 
program please contact us at info@achr-
il.com.

Your support – both fi nancial and 
volunteer – is vital to us. Many of 
you have been extremely generous by 
maintaining your paid membership, 
taking out ad space in the newsletter, 
attending our events, and volunteering 
your time to help make the Advocacy 
Council a successful, vital organization. 
We thank you for that support and hope 
that you will help us again as we face this 
new fi nancial challenge.

RAINBOWRAINBOWRtheRtheRCONNECTION
The Advocacy Council for Human Rights April 2006

Advocacy Council faces 
fi nancial challenge
Advocacy Council faces 
fi nancial challenge
Advocacy Council faces 

Heart of Illinois AIDSWalk 

The McLean County AIDS Task 
Force will sponsor its fi rst annual 
“Heart of Illinois AIDSWalk” at 2 
p.m. on Saturday, April 22 at Withers 
Park, corner of Washington and East 
streets in downtown Bloomington.

Walkers will raise money by 
collecting pledges from friends, 
family, coworkers - anyone who 
might be interested in supporting 
the efforts of the task force. 
These pledges, along with the $20 
registration fee for walkers, will go 
toward reaching the $5,000 goal that 
the task force has set for the walk.

The walk will begin at Withers 
Park, continues east on Washington 
St. to Prairie St., then to Jefferson 
St., then to the Constitution Trail 
where participants will walk to the 
Aller’s Wayside in Normal. Walkers 
will turn around at the wayside and 
backtrack to Withers Park.

The task force is a 501(c)3 
organization so all donations are tax 
deductible to the extent of the IRS 
law.

For more information about 
AIDSWalk call the task force at 
309-827-2437 or e-mail them at 
aidswalk@mcatf.org.

Thanks Bruce!

ACHR would like to thank Bruce 
Lang, who until recently created 
and edited the Mantalk newsletters 
that accompanied our Rainbow 
Connection newsletters. 

The grant that paid for production 
of the Mantalk newsletter has been 
discontinued so Mantalk will not be 
a part of the Rainbow Connection 
mailings. However, from time to 
time we will include HIV/AIDS 
information in our newsletter and as 
always will publicize the activities 
of the McLean County AIDS Task 
Force.

Bruce spent many hours to create 
and maintain the Mantalk newsletter 
project. We will miss Mantalk but 
we thank him for his hard work and 
efforts to continue educating our 
community on HIV/AIDS.

If you enjoy receiving 

The Rainbow Connection

in the mail and want to see 

it continue, ACHR needs 

your help!



Spring is Bustin’ Out 
at the Bistro

The Bistro welcomes spring with 
Springfest featuring singers Jen 
Porter and John Jones from 8 p.m. to 
midnight on Saturday, April 8 at the 
bar, 316 N. Main St. in downtown 
Bloomington. 

Jen Porter 
brings her 
powerhouse 
voice back to the 
Bistro. Porter, 
whose voice 

has been called “soulfully raucous” 
by one critic, has often drawn 
comparisons to Janis Joplin, Sheryl 
Crow and Stevie Nicks. She is a 
regular performer at the Gentry 
on Halsted in Chicago’s Boystown 
neighborhood. For a taste of Jen’s 
music go to http://www.jenporter.

com.
John Jones is 

the second part of 
the evening’s twin 
bill. Jones also is 
a regular at the 

Gentry on Halsted. His musical tastes 
run from pop/rock to r & b to jazz to 
Brazilian music. A typical John Jones 
show often includes covers of songs 
by Sting, Fleetwood Mac, Stevie 
Wonder, Sade, Fiona Apple, and 
Carol King. To hear vocal selections 
from Jones’ shows go to http://www.
johnjonesmusic.com.

Drink specials throughout the 
evening will include $2.25 MGD and 
MGD Light bottles, and $3 Bacardi 
fl avors.

Cover charge for Springfest 
2006 is $3. For more information 
on the event contact the Bistro at 
309-829-2278 or go to http://www.
thebistro.us.

Family Reunion Picnic 

Just a reminder that the annual 
“Family Reunion” Picnic is set for 
Sunday, July 16. Please make plans 
to join us for a day of food, fun and 
laughter.

If you’d like to volunteer to help 
plan this year’s picnic please e-mail 
us at info@achr-il.com.

On calling my husband, husband
By: Tom O. McCulley

A series of recent “events” in my life have led me to once again think about what 
I call Ron in public situations: a trip to a conference in Chicago with writing teacher 
colleagues where we inevitably chatted about our spouses (I was the only gay member 
of the group); a brief visit with my parents and friends of theirs where the question 
came up about who “Ron was” (my parents did not handle this well, which doesn’t 
negate my love for them); and a recent editorial in the Pantagraph about a challenge 
to Catholic Services in Massachusetts concerning gay-parent adoptions of the neediest 
children. 

When I met Ron in 1983, we called each other “lovers.” And, today, “lovers” is still a 
part of who we are, and an important part at that—but certainly after 23 years together, 
not the only part. In 1983, “lovers” was as much a political statement as anything. In a 
world where being gay in itself was condemned openly and usually without response, 
publicly declaring that one had a “lover” was a way to force heterosexual friends and 
family to deal with the fact that yes, Ron and I were having sex with each other and 
they better get used to it. That Ron had a child was certainly an indication he had sex 
with at least his ex-wife, so why not remind our “public” friends that the same thing 
was true of the two of us? In other words, “lover” was a term that demanded visibility, 
that negated the idea that we should continue in the tradition of “the love that dare not 
speak its name.” 

In the 90s, Ron and I more often than not called each other “partners.” In general, 
“partners” became a catch-phrase for gay/lesbian partners across the country. “Hi, 
this is my partner so-and-so” equated to—“yes, I am a gay/lesbian person and I am 
in a long-term relationship with this other person.” More important, as a few legal 
protections began to become available for gays and lesbians in long-term relationships, 
the term “partner” was one the heterosexual world could wrap its mind around. 
“Partnership” implied legal bounds that heterosexuals took for granted from the 
moment they were allowed to say, “I do.” Ron and I did a lot of public speaking in the 
90s, reminding mostly heterosexual audiences everywhere we went exactly how many 
steps we had to take to provide the legal protections surrounding “partnership” they 
simply took for granted. Things like not having to testify against our partner in legal 
cases, or uncontested hospital visiting rights, or inheritance of property, or immediate 
custody of a co-parent’s minor-aged children were all “named” in the term “partner,” 
making it useful for the time. 

Of course, after we married each other in front of 200 people at the Unitarian 
Church, “partner” just didn’t seem to do it anymore. 

Today, I go out of my way to call Ron my husband. Now, I know that “husband” 
is a term fraught with enormous baggage, but I like it anyway. For some of our pro-
marriage-equity friends, “husband” conjures a sexist past in which women were 
no more than pieces of property. Those friends see the term husband as one that 
demands—in a still uneducated public’s eye—that one of us be a “wife” and therefore 
the “lesser” partner. I fi nd that when we do public speaking today, the fact that I call 
Ron my husband allows me to pose the underlying question behind such an argument, 
namely—“why do we see ‘wife’ as an inferior term?” By invoking “husbandhood,” I 
think Ron and I cause our heterosexual audiences to be reminded that two partners 
living together and sharing their lives should demand an equality that moves beyond 
terminologies that have worn out their usefulness. Or, to put this another way, I think 
we reclaim the term “husband” not in the sense that it implies superiority over other 
humans, but in the sense that it implies two people that are struggling equally together 
to make their family work. 

And of course, given that the marriage equity debate is upon us in full force, 
whether we want to face that debate or not, the term husband asks of our heterosexual 
neighbors, friends, and families that they recognize the realities behind all long-term 
gay/lesbian relationships, that they accept our need for the same recognition they 
receive just by saying “I do” in front of any civil authority. 

So, for today I’ll claim the term husband for my lover-partner-best friend Ron and 
I’ll beam with pride—as I always do—when he introduces me as the same. 

Calendar of Events

Every Friday
Open Door Youth Center
7:30 – 10:30 p.m.
Connections Community Center
313 N. Main St., Bloomington

Every Saturday
MenN2Men Group
7:30 – 10:30 p.m.
Connections Community Center
313 N. Main St., Bloomington

Every Wednesday
ISU PRIDE Student Group
7 p.m.
Student Services Building Room 375

Saturday, April 8
COLAGE (Children of Lesbians and 
Gays Everywhere)
Visit to Children’s Discovery Museum
Call Gretchen at 309-287-3516 for more 
details

Saturday, April 8
Springfest 2006
Singers Jen Porter and John Jones 
8 p.m. - midnight
The Bistro

Monday, April 10
Bistro Talent Night Finals
10 p.m.
The Bistro

Tuesday, April 11
ACHR Meeting
5 p.m.
Conference Room 
First United Methodist Church
211 N. School St., Normal

Tuesday, April 11
McLean Co. AIDS Task Force Meeting
6:30 p.m.
McLean County AIDS Task Force 
313 N. Main St.

Wednesday, April 12
National Day of Silence to protest 
discrimination against glbt people
Display on ISU quad

Thursday, April 20
Bloomington/Normal chapter of PFLAG 
7 p.m.
Yoke Room
First United Methodist Church
211 N. School St., Normal

Saturday, April 22
AIDSWalk 2006
2 p.m.
Withers Park
corner of Washington & East streets
Downtown Bloomington

Painting and Decorating
(309) 664-1777
Bloomington-Normal
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ACHR values our sponsors ... 

Ann Blake, BS, LMT
(309) 662-2900

Thai Medical Message
Deep Tissue, Relaxation and Yoga

202 Eldorado Rd., D3
Bloomington, IL 61701

Web:
www.aches-away.com

E-mail:
info@aches-away.com

Pain Relief

Stress Reduction

Relaxation

Kelly M. Stacey
Attorney at Law

Telephone:
309-750-1550

E-mail:
kstacey_2@hotmail.com

Address:
P.O. Box 793

Normal, IL
61761


