
The Advocacy Council and Ripe 
Fruit Films are proud to announce 
the downstate Illinois premiere 
of Hannah Free at 7 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Oct. 6 at the Normal 
Theater, 209 North St. in Uptown 
Normal.

Following the screening director 
Wendy Jo Carlton and actor Ann 
Hagemann (young Rachel) will be 
on hand to answer questions and 
discuss the film.

Hannah Free follows Hannah 
and Rachel, who grew up as little 
girls in the same small Midwest 
town where traditional gender 
expectations eventually challenge 
their deep love for one another. 
Hannah becomes an adventurous, 
unapologetic lesbian and Rachel 

a strong but quiet homemaker. 
Weaving back and forth between 
past and present, the film reveals 
how the women maintained their 
love affair despite a marriage, a 
world war, infidelities, and family 
denial.

The film stars Sharon Gless 
(Queer as Folk, Cagney and 
Lacey) as Hannah. The rest of the 
cast includes Taylor Miller, who 
may be familiar to viewers of All 
My Children as Nina Courtlandt.

Director Wendy Jo Carlton 
Carlton is a former artist-in-
residence at 911 Media Arts in 
Seattle and a recipient of the 
Navona Fellowship from the 
University of Illinois Chicago, 
where she earned a graduate 

degree in film/new media. Her 
award-winning narrative and 
experimental short films have 
screened internationally, including 
the American Film Institute, 
Sundance, and many other 
festivals. In addition to founding 
a media literacy program for 
teen girls called Chicks Make 
Flicks, Carlton works as a field 
producer for Sirius Radio and PBS 
Television.

Admission to the film is FREE…
yes, we said free! Donations to 
help us offset the cost of the 
theater and film rentals will be 
gladly accepted at the screening.

For more information go to 
www.hannahfree.com.
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Alchemy for the Soul

by Gene Naden

I was 10 when I read about alchemy
Turning lead into gold

I hardly dared hope that it was possible for me.
Turning the base metal that I thought I was into the noble metal I wanted to be.

Older, I performed alchemy with marijuana and alcohol
Transforming misery into joy.

It saved me.
For a while.

In a sexist society I tried to be straight. 
To taste the power and privilege that comes with masculinity.

Many persons tried to help me.
Clergy, teachers, doctors, counselors, lovers male and female.

But they were not alchemists.
They could not transform me.

In my fifties I heard the clock ticking ever louder.
Tick. Tick. Tick. Time running out.

One day I found my voice.
Dear wife: I am gay.

I made a phone call, found a father.
And many brothers. My family of choice.

I went back to them.
Week after week; I went for two years. 

Still I suffered.
Miserable, trapped.

One fine day I let go the woman who was my wife.
A judge’s decree.

I found freedom and joy.
It was alchemy. Lead turned to gold.

Rainbow Connection is 
going green!

Isn’t green the best color in the 
rainbow?  ACHR thinks so, so we’re 
trying to be a little greener. Help us 
achieve this goal by submitting your 
email address to info@achr-il.com in 
order to receive your electronic copy 
of the ACHR newsletter.  

December 2009 will be the last 
mass snail mailing of the newsletter 
to our readers.  We are going to 
cut costs and save a few trees (as 
well as volunteer spit) by going 
electronic. This will leave some 
extra money in the coffers so we 
can continue to do outreach and 
education in the community.   

If you do not have access to the 
internet or would rather receive a 

paper copy of the newsletter we 
can arrange to continue mailing the 
newsletter to you; in return we ask 
that you consider a donation of $10 
to ACHR to help offset printing and 
mailing expenses for the calendar 
year 2010.

Please know that we NEVER sell 
or give away our mailing list, so you 
will only receive newsletters and 
the occasional announcement from 
ACHR.  

We don’t want to lose any of our 
readers, so please make sure you 
get your email address to us before 
Dec 15, 2009 or send your $10 
donation to:

Advocacy Council for Human Rights
PO Box 5048
Bloomington IL  61702-5048

LGBT fundraiser for 
Debbie Halvorson

Details have yet to be finalized 
but the Advocacy Council 
encourages you to set aside the 
evening of Friday, Nov. 20 to 
attend a fundraiser for the re-
election campaign of 10th district 
congresswoman Debbie Halvorson.

Tickets for the fundraiser will 
be $15 and will be available from 
Advocacy Council board members 
and at the November First Fridays 
event at the Shark Bar.

Halvorson, a freshman Democrat 
whose district includes parts of 
Bloomington and Normal, will be at 
the fundraiser. Among other bills, 
Halvorson recently voted for the 

continued page 3 ...



Middle Aged Gay Guy 

Gay rights ... the next 
generation

By Tom O. McCulley 

As I am writing this I am also grading 70+ papers, 
reading 300+ pages of literary theory, and trying 
to keep reminding my husband that yes, he is the 
center of my life—but right now I have to grade 
papers and read theory!

In other words, I am tired today—and that got me 
thinking……Here are a few musings along the way. 

Can those of us who continue to fight the battle for 
equality ever be allowed to retire?  Can we just sit 
back and let younger people take the reins? There is 
a part of me that loves this idea—I need a GLBTQ 
civil rights vacation!

Still, when I think about a younger generation of 
activists coming “up in the ranks” I have to admit 
to a little trepidation. Will they fight for the same 
causes? Will they try to protect gay families? Or 
will they compromise for some language that allows 
for political movement, but perhaps not spiritual 
goals? In other words—will the next generation care 
passionately about “total equal rights” as opposed to 
say “partner benefits” or “marriage equity”? 

My generation worked a lot on language—we’ve 
moved from “fag” to “family,” from “lesbo” to “loving 
partner” from “pervert” to “perfectly nice neighbors.” 
Will the next generation work on the hardest 
language of all—the movement from “tolerance” to 
“acceptance”? 

Does the next generation even want acceptance? 
Or do they relish their differences? Do they want to 
be defined—as my generation has to some extent—
by heterosexist norms that dictate what “usual” 
relationships look like? While I think many in my 
generation, myself included, fought for our rights to 
be “gay and proud!” (SHOUT IT OUT NOW!), we 
also, to some degree, worked to prove to the world 
that we are “just like you are” in most of our daily 
practices.

Has our war for acceptance made us complacent 
about the ways we are different? 

Because I am working on my Ph.D. again (oh, 
when will this EVER end?), I backed out of being 
a faculty sponsor for HCC’s Pride organization this 
semester. This was a difficult choice—I wanted there 
to be a strong group at HCC. And guess what—there 
IS a strong group, one headed by an indefatigable 
student R.M.  and his friends and two wonderful 
faculty sponsors. Together, they are out to change 
the world----but, what world are they changing? I 

watch R.M. and his friends setting out with all the 
energy I once possessed in this aging body and I 
think “go get ‘em!” And I think—“wait a minute, don’t 
go changing the stuff that I put in place, don’t undo 
what my generation did!” 

But the next generation has to do just that, don’t 
they? To some extent, they have to destroy to 
create. 

When I first became an activist all I wanted to do 
was hold hands with my lover on a beach and not be 
beaten up. All I wanted was for society to stop telling 
me that I was sick. For the most part, all I wanted 
was to be left alone. 

R.M. and his young friends seem to want more, 
and maybe less. They are a fairly politically savvy 
group; I suspect they will learn faster than my 
generation did about how to use the system to 
achieve certain goals. The system, overall, doesn’t 
seem as interested as it once was in crushing 
them, in closing all doors of access, in ignoring 
their existence. But, will they want to change the 
very language used to put us down as much as my 
generation did? Do they want to alter the souls of our 
oppressors? 

As much as we tried, was my generation ever able 
to alter those same souls?

R.M. and his friends still fear getting ostracized 
and ridiculed and worse, especially if they are from 
rural towns. School boards too often still turn a blind 
eye when GLBTQ students are harassed. “That’s so 
gay,” while often used in a less abusive and more 
humorous context than it once was, is still the worst 
thing a thirteen year old male can say to another 
thirteen year old male. 

What I don’t think will happen to the next 
generation is this—I don’t think they will run away 
to bury themselves in the “gay ghettos” of the past. 
Now, I am not against the “gay ghetto” or the gay 
cruise or the gay neighborhood or whatever. I lived in 
the heart of Boystown in Chicago for three years and 
I loved it. But I do think such insulated worlds were 
one way to not face the hard work needed to actually 
change the language and the soul of oppression. 

Like the generation of GLBTQ people that came 
before mine, I hope my generation has left a more 
stable launching pad for the next round of equality 
fireworks. We’ve sputtered out a few times, we’ve 
blown up a few things along the way, but in general 
I hope we’ve built a solid foundation upon which 
the next generation can place their dreams for a an 
equal world, one built on acceptance and not just 
tolerance. 

Matthew Shepard Hate Crimes Act. 
In a meeting with local LGBT leaders 
last year Halvorson also expressed 
support for the Employment Non 
Discrimination Act (ENDA).

Please save the date and join us 
in meeting and supporting our lgbt-
friendly representative.

Throw a strike against 
AIDS at Circle Lanes

Join the McLean County AIDS 
Task Force in participating in “Throw 
a Strike Against AIDS” from 6 to 
8 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 22 at 
Circle Lanes, 1225 Holiday Lane in 
Bloomington.

The fundraiser is open to 
individuals or teams of four. 
Individual registration is $25 and 
team registration is $80. Two games 
of bowling and shoe rental are 
included in the registration cost.

In addition, participants can raise 
funds by collecting pledges and 
donations from people who want to 
help the task force but cannot attend 
the event. 

Registration forms are due at the 
task force no later than Oct. 16. The 
form can be downloaded at the task 
force web site www.mcatf.org (click 
on the “events” tab at the top of the 
page). Forms also are available at 
the task force office, 313 N. Main St. 
in downtown Bloomington.

One hundred percent of the funds 
raised will go directly toward the 
client services fund to help improve 
the lives of those who are impacted 
by HIV/AIDS.

For more information about the 
fundraiser contact the task force at 
309-827-2437.

Spotlight Show, Talent 
Night at Bistro

The queens and kings take the 
stage on Friday, Oct. 9 for the 11 
p.m. Spotlight Show at the Bistro, 
316 N. Main Street in downtown 
Bloomington. 

All of your favorite performers 
including Sharon Sharealike, Chanel 
Carrington, and Decevia Mann will 
be on hand with DJ Rakestraw 
offering support in the booth. Special 
guest for this show will be Chicago 
performer Phoenix Ohara. There is a 
$5 cover for the show.

On Friday, Oct. 30 come to the 
Bistro Talent Night hosted by Sharon 
Sharealike. The competition begins 
at 10 p.m. and there is a $3 cover 
charge for the competition. Bring 
your talents and share them…the 
winner gets a great prize!

The Bistro also continues its 
regular events including bingo on 
Thursday nights and drink specials 
on other nights of the week. 

For more information, including 
upcoming Halloween plans, contact 
the Bistro or visit their facebook page 
listed under bloomingtonbistro.

Middle Aged Gay Guy 
continued ...

Yes, I think I can settle back a 
little bit and take a breather. But 
I know I’ll never stop fighting; I’ll 
do what I still can in our ongoing 
struggle. More important, I’ll keep 
looking up, waiting for R.M. and his 
friends and their whole generation to 
dazzle me with the fireworks yet to 
come. 

“I love you, Father” -- Lal 
“I wish I could feel it with you” -- 

Data 
“I will feel it for both of us... Thank 

you for my life...” -- Lal 
(The Offspring) (Star Trek—The 

Next Generation)

THE BISTRO

Friends, Family,
Community, Fun & Love.

316 North Main
Bloomington, Illinois 61701

309/829-2278

M-TH: 8p.m.-1a.m.,
FRI: 4:30p.m.-2a.m.
SAT: 8p.m.-2a.m.

... continued from front page
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