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Catholic Charities vs. State of Illinois and  

Gay and Lesbian Adoption  
with  

Karen Sheley 
Attorney, ACLU Chicago Office 

and 

Jeanne Howard 
Center for Adoption Studies, Illinois State University  

 

When: Wednesday, Nov. 2nd, 7 p.m. 

Where: Normal Public Library Community Room 
Sponsored by  

 

 

 

 

and 

The Advocacy Council for Human Rights 

/ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ 
¶ Second annual Artists Against AIDS fundraiser at 
the McLean County AIDS Taskforce building—
Friday, Nov. 4 at 7 p.m. 

¶ Diva Delights—Saturday, Nov. 5 at 10:30 a.m. at 
Kemp Hall at ISU. 

¶ Interfaith Breakfast—Thursday, Nov. 17, 9:30 
a.m. at the Bloomington Public Library Communi-
ty Room. 

¶ ISU Pride Meetings—Every Wednesday at 7 p.m. 
at the Student Services Building, room 375. See 
www.ilstupride.org for more details. 

¶ IWU Pride Alliance, every Thursday at 9 p.m. in 
the basement of Evelyn Chapel. See 
www.iwu.edu/~pride for more details. 

¶ First Fridays – Friday, Nov. 4, 4:30 - 7:30 p.m. at 
the Bistro 

¶ Transgender Support Group - Saturday, Nov. 12. 
e-mail tginbnil@hotmail.com or call Casey at 

(815)-206-8426 for more information 
¶ Men2Men Group - Saturday, Nov. 26 from 7:30 - 
10:30 p.m. at McLean County AIDS Task Force: 
313 N. Main St., Bloomington 

¶ Open Door Youth Center - Saturday, Nov. 5 and 
Saturday, Nov. 19 from 6:30 - 9 p.m. Open to all 
GLBTQSI youth ages 13-18. At the McLean Coun-
ty AIDS Task Force, 313 N. Main St., Blooming-
ton. 

¶ Transgender Day of Remembrance Vigil - Sunday, 
Nov. 20 at 4 p.m. on the Illinois Wesleyan Univer-
sity campus. See www.iwu.edu/~pride for more 
information. 

¶ Events at the Bistro – 316 N. Main St., Blooming-
ton: Hot Spot Show—2nd Friday of the month; 
King Show—3rd Friday of the month; Karaoke 
every Wednesday and Thursday with Bingo on 
Thursday prior. 
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/ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘŀǊƛǝŜǎ !ŘƻǇǝƻƴ tƻƭƛŎȅ 
/ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ŀǘ ¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
Adoption rights for same-

sex couples and a case pit-

ting a Catholic adoption 

agency against the state of 

Illinois will be the topic of a 

program at 7 p.m. on 

Wednesday, Nov. 2 in the 

Community Room at Bloom-

ington Public Library, 205 E. 

Olive St. 

The ACLU of Illinois has 

intervened in a case challeng-

ing Catholic Charitiesô policy 

of providing adoption and 

foster care services on behalf 

of the Illinois Department of 

Children and Family Services 

(DCFS) in a fashion that ex-

cludes unmarried couples 

even if they have entered 

into a civil union.  

Such a policy intentionally 

excludes all lesbian and gay 

couples, no matter how well 

qualified they are to provide 

loving homes for these chil-

dren. The ACLU intervened 

because, based on testimony 

of child welfare experts, this 

policy harms children in the 

custody of DCFS and discrimi-

nates against unmarried, es-

pecially same-sex couples, 

who are qualified to act as 

foster or adoptive parents.  

The panel discussion will in-

clude Karen Sheley, an attorney 

from the ACLU of Illinois and lead 

counsel on the case. An adoption/

foster care expert from ISU's de-

partment of social work will also sit 

on the panel. 

The program is sponsored by 

the Central Illinois Chapter of ACLU 

and co-sponsored by the Advocacy 

Council for Human Rights. 

The McLean County AIDS Taskforce is hosting their 2nd annual Artists 
Against AIDS art show and sale on Friday, Nov. 4 from 4-8 p.m. at the Taskforce 
building, located at 313 N. Main St. in Bloomington. 
The goal of the event is to raise funds to make up for the lack of state 

grant money. The Taskforce is in its second year of operating solely through 
donations and fundraising efforts. This year’s event will again take place in con-
junction with Downtown Bloomington First Fridays as well as with the Around 
the Corner Art Walk sponsored by the Around the Corner Artist Group. 
The art show is being hosted by 

the MCATF board of directors, who 
will be offering an hors d’oeuvres and 
dessert buffet catered by Lancaster’s 
Restaurant and BOD pastry chefs. 
Instead of asking for a cover charge 
for the event, MCATF is asking for 
donations to cover the costs and 
raise funds. 
Come out for a fun evening and 

help the McLean County AIDS Task-
force keep its mission going. Aside 
from the countless ways MCATF 
helps GLBT people in the area, they 
currently provide services to over 40 
persons living with AIDS. 

{ŜŎƻƴŘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ !Ǌǝǎǘǎ 
!Ǝŀƛƴǎǘ !L5{ ǘƘƛǎ CǊƛŘŀȅ 



 
 

             Jon D. McLaughlin 
                                       Attorney at Law 

                 Caring help when you need it most 

 

Phone: (309) 662-5084  Ŀ  Cell: (309) 319-6206  Ŀ  Fax: (309) 662-2994 

Jon@allisonmosby-scott.com  Ŀ  www.allisonmosby-scott.com 

Law office of 

Allison & Mosby-Scott 

 

 

Michelle Mosby-Scott 
Attorney at Law 

                       Caring help when you need it most 

 

Phone: (309) 662-5084  Ŀ  Cell: (309) 310-1154  Ŀ  Fax: (309) 662-2994 

Michelle@allisonmosby-scott.com  Ŀ  www.allisonmosby-scott.com 

Law office of 

Allison & Mosby-Scott 
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[ƻŎŀƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŀƛǘƘ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘŀōƭŜ 
Equality Illinois and the Advo-

cacy Council for Human Rights are 
sponsoring their second annual 
Interfaith Equality Round Table 
breakfast discussion at 9:30 a.m. 
on Thursday, Nov. 17 in the Com-
munity Room at Bloomington Pub-
lic Library, 205 E. Olive St. 
The discussion will focus on 

the impact of state/federal legisla-
tion on LGBT communities and 

implications for communities of 
faith and societal change; con-
structive dialog concerning LGBT 
equality across faith traditions 
around issues we disagree on; and 
outreach to the LGBT community 
within and across faith traditions. 
Clergy, lay leaders and central 

Illinois LGBT leaders are invited to 
attend the discussion. If you know 
of clergy, lay persons or communi-

ty leaders who would be interest-
ed in partaking in the discussion, 
please share this information with 
them. A light breakfast will be 
served. 
Please RSVP attendance plans 

to Caroline Staerk at 
cstaerk@eqil.org by November 
10. Questions can also be directed 
to Caroline at 773-477-7173. 

{ŀƭǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƛƭǾŜǊ {ŎǊŜŜƴ ¢ƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ bƻǾΦ нл /ƻƴŎŜǊǘ 
Established in 2005, the cho-

rus membership is open to any 
male with a musical interest that 
is 18 years of age or older. 
Past concerts have been 

based on love songs, Broadway 
showtunes, holiday music, and old 

The Capitol City Men's Chorus 
has set its next concert for 4 p.m. 
on Sunday, Nov. 20 at the Laurel 
United Methodist Church, 631 S. 
Grand Ave. W in Springfield. A 
$10 donation is the suggested ad-
mission. 

radio shows. The group has also 
performed in the capitol rotunda 
and at various fundraisers. 
For more information contact 

the chorus at chorus@tccmc.org 
or visit the chorus web site at 
www.tccmc.org. 

5ƛǾŀ 5ŜƭƛƎƘǘǎΗ 
Diva Delights, a fast-paced showcase concert of 

repertoire from classical opera, art song and musical 
theatre will take place in Illinois State University’s 
Kemp Recital Hall on Saturday, Nov. 5, at 10:30 a.m.  
The performance, which is free and open to the 

public, will be presented by Illinois State School of 
Music students in the voice studio of faculty member 
Michelle Vought. 
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ōȅ wȅŀƴ aƛǎƘƭŜǊΦ For one week this 
past July, I went to summer camp. Some 
may wonder why a 22-year-old college 
student would want to go to summer 
camp, but the camp I attended didn’t 
involve sing-alongs and s’mores. I went 
to Camp Pride, a summer leadership 
camp held at Vanderbilt University for 
LGBT and ally college students who want 
to make their campuses more welcoming 
for LGBT students, staff, and faculty. 
During my time at Camp Pride, I had 

the opportunity to learn leadership skills 
and tactics from people who I have 
known and looked up to for years: peo-
ple who are nationally-recognized lead-
ers of the LGBT civil rights movement, 
including bisexual activist Robyn Ochs, 
Mara Keisling, the Executive Director of 
the National Center for Transgender 
Equality; transgender slam poet Kit Yan, 
and Shane Windmeyer, the Executive 
Director of Campus Pride. 
Our goal at camp was to create a 

“Queer It Up!” action plan to somehow 
improve the lives and experiences of 
LGBT students, staff and/or faculty, and 
implement that plan on our individual 
campuses. Some of the plans created at 

/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ /ŀƳǇ tǊƛŘŜ 
the camp ranged from establishing an 
LGBT student organization to creating a 
student ally program. 
My “Queer It Up!” action plan con-

sists of getting gender-neutral restrooms 
implemented on the campus of Northern 
Illinois University. This plan is in its early 
stages, but I am determined and I know 
that I can make it a reality for me and my 
fellow NIU Huskies.  
Camp Pride gave 

me the tools, the 
knowledge, and the 
confidence that I 
needed to work to-
wards this goal. 
From the amaz-

ing faculty and staff 
to my fellow campers 
who lead their cam-
puses with pride, 
Camp Pride was truly 
the greatest week of 
my life. I have never 
felt so inspired, so 
unconditionally ac-
cepted, and so moti-
vated. Do not doubt 
the commitment of 

today’s young adults to LGBT equality. 
With organizations like Campus Pride and 
experiences like Camp Pride to help us 
along the way, there is absolutely noth-
ing that can stop us.   
If you or a student you know would 

like to attend Camp Pride, you can find 
more information about the camp at:  
www.campuspride.org/camppride.  

http://www.tccmc.org

